is now operated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Recent LEAA grants to SEARCH include support of ex-
periments using a NASA satellite to transmit fingerprint
facsimiles across the country, and for research into the use
of holography to speed up fingerprint-matching.

Courts. Overcrowded court dockets and growing num-
bers of persons who spend months in jail before coming
to trial have engendered new research into computer and
systems analysis techniques to ease the burden on accused
persons and on criminal justice officers.

During FY 1971, LEAA's National Institute gave sev-
eral grants for projects to improve court processing of
criminal cases. These included an analysis of the Los
Angeles district attorney's office, research into chan-
neling criminal cases to noncriminnl dispositions, and the
application of industrial engineering techniques to im-
prove court operations.

The National Institute also funded several projects to
develop mathematical models of court functions that
enable planners to sec the theoretical effects of change in
the court system without going through the costly and
time-consuming trial and error method.

Other National Institute programs for improving the
court system included an experiment with combining all
pretrial motions into a single judicial hearing and a study
developing a new approach to State criminal code and
rules revision. The National Institute also funded re-
search into courthouse architecture, design of new court
security systems, more efficient court transcribing tech-
niques, and opportunities afforded by video-taping of
court-connected proceedings.

Corrections. Changes in probation and parole systems,
new educational and job placement programs for inmates,
a new look at work release programs, and the evaluation
of some long-established prison programs are among on-
going federally funded projects in the area of corrections
during FY 1971.

Several comprehensive programs experimenting with
intensive counseling, job training and placement efforts,
and increased social and cultural activities have been de-
veloped. Project NewGatc, funded by OEO, has pilot pro-
grams in four State and two Federal institutions; OEO
spent a total of $1,167,35.7 on it in FY 1971. The project
has had encouraging results in its 4 years of operation:
only 15 percent of NewGatc "graduates" have been con-
victed of a new offense or sent back to prison because of a
parole violation.

An OEO project at El Reno, Okla., Federal Reforma-
tory featured motivational training of prisoners before
their release in an attempt to raise their self-esteem.

In Alabama, the Department of Labor funded an ex-
periment attempting to reduce the gap between prisoners
and corrections officers with officer training programs
and inmate counseling and job training.

Work release programs, in which an inmate goes to an
outside job during the day but sleeps at the prison at
night, are being studied by both LEAA's National Institute
and the Department of Labor. In a study of prisons in
Florida and South Carolina, the National Institute spon-
sored research on the extent to which work release pro-
grams cut down on recidivism and how they affect the
individual's attitudes and ability to adjust to life outside
the prison.

In a similar project, the Office of Research and Devel-
opment of the Department of Labor surveyed the extent
of work release programs and the success with which they
have been used by prisons across the country.

Reflecting a growing awareness that many lawbreakers
may also have mental health problems, NIMH has spon-
sored a number of studies of the law as it relates to
mentally disturbed offenders, including research into
establishing an interdisciplinary unit to examine an in-
dividual's competence to stand trial, improving existing
programs for criminal psychopaths, and establishing com-
prehensive treatment for maximum security patients.

Other studies. Other studies of the needs of special groups
of prisoners were undertaken by the Office of Research
and Development, Department of Labor, which spon-
sored a study of the special job needs of female short-
term offenders, and LEAA's National Institute, which
continued supporting a project to evaluate the effective-
ness of prison disciplinary centers for violent or recalci-
trant inmates.

In the area of parole and probation, the often critical
stage when the individual's actions lead him toward
a new, responsible life or back toward prison, several
studies are under way to help parole boards operate
more effectively. With die help of the U.S. Board of
Parole, the National Institute is supporting a project to
provide parole boards with better information on in-
dividual offenders in order to improve parole decision-
making.

In another project to encourage more personalized
treatment of those persons who need it, the Division of
Probation of the Administrative Office of the U.S, Courts
is investigating a redistribution of cases in which proba-
tion officers would be assigned either many low-risk cases
or only a few more difficult, high-risk cases. Another
project of the division, also aimed at giving each person
more individual attention, is a 3-year field study using
part-time paraprofesskmals in probation and parole
supervision to supplement the work of regular parole
officers.

In addition, the Department of Labor studied the effec-
tiveness of cooperation with parole boards, in coordinat-
ing a prisoner's release with the completion of his job
training.

Law Enforcement Equipment

Standards. As techniques for preventing crime and en-
forcing the law become more sophisticated, so too does
the equipment used by law enforcement officers. As
increased manpower and funds are used in the fight
against crime, more and more varieties of crime equip-
ment will be manufactured and sold to police depart-
ments and other criminal justice agencies.

To establish high performance standards for criminal
justice equipment, the National Bureau of Standards and
LEAA's National Institute in FY 1971 established a Law
Enforcement Standards Laboratory, which began re-
search on standards for police equipment such as helmets,
gas masks, body armor, communications equipment, and
vehicles.

The National Bureau of Standards also began devel-
opment of performance criteria for detectors of various
kinds, including metal weapon sensors, low-intensity
X-ray devices, and kits for testing narcotics. Work was
also started in the Applied Acoustics and Illumination
Section of the Bureau on standards for emergency light-
ing and sirens.

Equipment. Significant hardware research included three
projects funded by LEAA's National Institute, and in-
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